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So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he 
created them. Genesis 1:27 
 
 
  



Thank you for worshiping with us today!  
 
Welcome 
  
P:  OPLC is located on the Long Beach Peninsula in WA state, which is part of the usual and accustomed 
hunting and fishing grounds of the Chinook People. 
 
C: “Practicing the love of Christ, we open our doors to nourish, clothe and shelter all of God’s 
children. 
 
P: In the name of God, who creates planets, the name of Jesus Christ, born on planet Earth, 
and the name of the Spirit who envelopes our planet. Amen.  
 
C: Holy! Holy! Holy! Earth is filled with God’s presence. 
 
P: Christ, we come to into your presence, today, to worship in this sanctuary called Earth 
 
C: Holy! Holy! Holy! Earth is filled with your presence. 
 
Opening Hymn – For The Wholeness of the Earth ACS #1067  
 
1 We lift this prayer for the wholeness of the earth. 
 We lift this prayer for the wholeness of the earth. 
 We lift this prayer for the wholeness of the earth. 
 Can you feel it rising in you? 
 
2 We turn our lives to the wholeness of the earth. 
 We turn our lives to the wholeness of the earth. 
 We turn our lives to the wholeness of the earth. 
 Can you feel it spinning in you? 
 
3 Give thanks to God for the wholeness of the earth. 
 Give thanks to God for the wholeness of the earth. 
 Give thanks to God for the wholeness of the earth. 
 Can you feel it rising in you? 
 
Text: Bret Hesla, b. 1957 © 2017 Bret Hesla, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
Used by permission OL A-711667 
  
Call to Worship 
 
AM: Planet Earth, spinning silently through space: 
 
C: Celebrate your beauty and your grace, your special place in our solar system. 
 
 



AM: Planet Earth, gleaming green and blue: 
 
C: Rejoice in your ocean currents as they dance and swirl with hope.  
 
P: Planet Earth, pulsing with life: 
 
C: Join in praise with all your fauna and flora as they sing their songs to the Lord. 
 
AM: Planet Earth, enveloped in the breath of God: 
 
C: Bless all your creatures this day with the life-giving breath of God. 
 
AM: Planet Earth, our precious, fragile home: 
 
C: Celebrate, with all your children, God’s presence in our planet home, 
 
AM: Spin, Planet Earth, spin! 
 
C: Sing, Planet Earth, sing!  
 
AM: We celebrate the song of our planet! 
 
C: Sing! Planet Earth! Sing! 
 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 
P: Take the fragrant symbol you received at the door, rub it between your fingers and think of a special 
memory of creation that stirred your spirit or sense of wonder. 
 
P: We remember creation with wonder. 
 
C: We remember our excitement when we first saw the orb of Earth, the mystery of a living green 
blue planet, a fragile speck of stardust made into a magnificent home. 
 
P: We remember and rejoice. 
 
C: Thank you, God, for the privilege of seeing Earth anew as a gift from you 
 
P: As I hold this fragrant symbol aloft, we remember and confess that we have become alienated from 
Earth and viewed this planet as disposable, a source of endless resources, a mere stopping place en 
route to heaven.  and viewed this planet as disposable, a source of endless resources, a mere stopping 
place en route to heaven. 
 



C: We are sorry. We have polluted Earth’s waters with toxins, we have turned our greed into global 
warming. We have helped cause artic regions to melt. We are loved progress more than the planet. 
We are sorry. We are sorry. 
 
 P: We are sorry. 
 
 C: We are sorry. We are sorry. 
 
P: Christ hears your confession and forgives your sins against Earth. 
 
C: Christ, teach us to love Earth as our home and the planet as a precious sanctuary. 
 
P: I speak for Christ: I invite you to celebrate Earth as your home and to revere this planet as God’s 
sanctuary. 
 
C: Shalom! Shalom!  Earth is our home! 
 
Prayer of the day 
 
AM: God, our Creator, as we reflect on the ways that humans have sought to dominate creation help 
us to hear the cries of creatures such as the whale.  Fill us with your risen power. Help us to serve and 
preserve our planet home and to celebrate life with people from all lands and nations. In the name of 
Christ, the Risen Servant, who is the true image of God among us. C: Amen. 
 
Scripture Readings 
 
Genesis 1:26-28 
R:  Word of God, word of life:  C:  Thanks be to God 
 
Philippians 2:1-8 
R:  Word of God, word of life:  C:  Thanks be to God 
 
Gospel Acclamation  
 
Halle, Halle, Hallelujah   ELW #172  
 
 Halle, halle, hallelujah. 
 Halle, halle, hallelujah. 
 Halle, halle, hallelujah. 
 Hallelujah. Hallelujah. 
 
Text and Music:  Public Domain. Arrangement Copyholder Augsburg Fortress.   
Used with permission OL A-71167 
 
 
 



Gospel Reading 
 
Mark 10:35-45 
 
P: The gospel according to John the first chapter.  
C:  Glory to you, O Lord  
 
P:  The gospel of the Lord.   
C:  Glory to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon: Louise Buckles 
 
Hymn of the Day  
 
ACS 1000  God’s Work Our Hands   
 
1 God's work, our hands: working together, 
 building a future, repairing the world, 
 raising up homes, planting new gardens, 
 feeding the hungry and shelt'ring the cold. 
 Bless, God, our hands as we work in your name, 
 sharing the good news of your gospel. 
 
2 God's work, our feet: trav'ling together, 
 following Jesus to places unknown, 
 walking as friends, marching for freedom, 
 running the race with God's future the goal. 
 Bless, God, our feet as we follow your way, 
 sharing the good news of your gospel. 
 
3 God's work, our voice: singing together, 
 praising, proclaiming to all who will hear, 
 praying for peace, shouting for justice, 
 claiming God's love for the lost and the least. 
 Bless, God, our voice as we speak in your name, 
 sharing the good news of your gospel. 
 
4 God is at work in and around us: 
 seedlings are sprouting and bread's on the rise! 
 Washed and set free, humbled and honored, 
 gifted by grace, we respond in God's love. 
 Bless, God, our lives as we answer your call, 
 sharing the good news of your gospel. 
 
Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954 Text © 2019 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
Used with permission OL A711667 



 
 
Apostles’ Creed 
 
AM:  I believe in God, the Father almighty.  
 Creator of heaven and earth 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 Born of the virgin Mary,  
 Suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 Was crucified, died, and was buried;  
 He descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again;  
 He ascended into heaven,  
 He is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
 And he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit  
 The holy catholic church,  
 The communion of saints,  
 The forgiveness of sins,  
 The resurrection of the body,  
 And the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
The Prayers of the People  
 
We continue with our prayers of intercession. After “Lord in your mercy” you may respond with “hear 
our prayer.” 
 
AM: Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 
AM:  Lord in your mercy.  C:  Hear our prayer 
 
AM: Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. C: Amen. 
 
Peace 
 
P:   Peace of Christ be with you always.  C:  And also with you. 
 
Offering:  God Extends an Invitation ELW #486 (Instrumental)  
Text © 1998 Augsburg Fortress 
Tune © Miria T. Kolling, admin. Augsburg Fortress Used by permission. OL A-711667 
 
• You may place your offering in the plate by the door as you leave.  
• Thank you for giving on-line. 
 



Offertory Prayer  
 
P: Let us pray. God, our Creator, through your love you have given us these gifts to share. Accept our 
offerings as an expression of our deep thanks and our concern for those in need, including our fellow 
creatures on planet Earth. 
 
C: Amen. 
 
Communion  
 
P: The creator be with you and all creation. 
 
C: And also with you. 
 
P: Open your hearts. 
 
C: We open them to our Creator. 
 
P: Let us give thanks to our Creator.. 
 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Words of Institution 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
C: Our Father, who are in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Welcome to the Table  
As you entered you should have received a cup of wine and a wafer for participation in communion. If 
you would prefer to receive only a blessing, there will be a blessing offered at the end of communion 
for that purpose.  
 
P: Come, for all things are now ready. Come to the table with all your kin and share with all in need: the 
gift of healing for those in pain, the gift of forgiveness for those in sin, the gift of assurance for those in 
doubt, and the gift of hope for those in tears. 
 
Communion Hymn “Bread of Life from Heaven” ELW 474 (Instrumental)  
Marty Haugen, b. 1950. 2001 GIA Publications, Inc. Used with permission OL A-711667.   
 
 



Communion Blessing  
 
P:  May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you.  
 
Announcements  
 
Benediction 
 
P: Christ calls you to be his disciples, to serve him with love and compassion, to serve Earth and the 
peoples of Earth. Will you care for creation? 
 
C: With Christ, we will care for creation! With Christ, we will keep our planet green! With Christ, we 
will celebrate life! 
 
P: May the Risen Christ, who brings restores life to all in our planet, fill you with the his living presence 
to praise the Creator and help revive creation.  
 
Sending Song #ELW 677  
 
This Little Light of Mine 
 
1 This little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
 this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
 this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine, 
 let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 
2 Ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
 ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
 ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine, 
 let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 
3 Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
 Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
 Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine, 
 let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 
Text: African American spiritual  Text and Music:  Public Domain 
Arrangement is with permission OL A-711667 
  
AM: Go in peace! Serving Christ and loving Earth! 
 
C: We go in peace, serving Christ and loving Earth. 
 
 
 
 



Welcome to Ocean Park Lutheran Church! 
September 12, 2021 

 
Statement of Purpose 
Practicing the love of Christ, we open our doors to nourish, clothe and shelter all of God’s children. 
 
Serving this Sunday –  
Presiding Minister: Louise Buckles   Technology: Jeremy Green  
Assisting Minister:  Karl Johnson   Musician:  Kevin Maciej  
Altar Guild: Rose Wallace        
Acolyte: Karen Rohrer     Scan for an electronic  
Reader:  Kathy Aase                              giving opportunity.  
Usher:  Deb Wells  
  
If you have a prayer request, please contact Carol Payton, Marletta Scheibner or Pastor Louise.  Please 
be in prayer for the following:  
 
Those who have cancer:    Clark, Janet, Mark, Susan, Teresa, Summer. 
Those with other needs:  Adam, Audrey, Bentley, Bill and Scott, Brenda, Jared & kids, Chris, David, 
Debra, Ginger, Gloria, Helen, Jerry Ferguson, Josie, Joyce, Kitty, Kurt, Love God Ministry, Marvin, Rick, 
Sherman, Skylar, Tanith.  
The worlds other needs:  The world and all faiths; those affected by gun violence and riots; the 
immigration system, the drug situation on the peninsula; racism, Coronavius, wildfires, hurricanes, the 
Native American community. Fishermen, Law Enforcement, Paramedics, Medical Personnel and Fire 
Fighters. Youth, Teachers and school children.  Those with mental illness.   The elderly and their 
caregivers. Congregations in transition. Those who visit our church services.  Our Nation's leaders.  For 
peace and unity in our nation. The people of Haiti and Afghanistan and the families of those killed in 
Kabul, Afghanistan.  
Those currently serving our country:  Avery, Alec, Cameo, Mike, Nathan, Nolan, Stephen. 
Family and Friends of:  Al Scheibner, Lois Brass, Sherry Walters, Teresa Goodwin, Joanne Kingsbury, 
Summer Schmitz 


